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two or three undertook to vouch for him. I expressed my
readiness to unite in what would be best for the Adminis-
tration and the cause. If it was to have official significance,
a proclamation I thought best. Seward, I am satisfied,
would not sign it if the Constitutional point was presented,
and I doubt if he will under any circumstances.

Something was said respecting Thurlow Weed, and the
President remarked that Weed would be here to-morrow,
but he knew Weed approved this movement and would
sign the call. All this pained me. Seward and Weed are
manifestly controlling the whole thing in an underhand
way; they have possession of the President and are using
the Administration for themselves and party rather than
the President and country. They have eviscerated the
call and will dissect and, I fear, destroy the effect of this
move. Randall is a man of lax political morality, and I
think his influence with the President is not always in the
right direction. Seward knows his influence and intimacy
in that quarter and has captured him, probably without
R.'s being aware of it. The President finds that R. agrees
with Seward, and it carries him in that direction. While
R. means to reflect the President's wishes, he is really the
tool of Seward and Weed, and is doing harm to the cause
and to the President himself. But this matter cannot be
corrected and will, I fear, prove ruinous.

I left soon after eleven and came home, desponding and
unhappy. The cause is in bad and overcunning if not
treacherous hands, I fear. The proposed convention has no
basis of principles. It will be denounced as a mere union
with Rebels.

June 22, Friday. When I went to Cabinet-meeting only
Seward was there with the President. I was prompt to
time; Seward was in advance. Directly on entering, the
President handed me a message which he had prepared,
with an accompanying letter from Seward, relative to
the proposed Constitutional changes which Congress had